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Riparian
restorations
benefit from
farm funding
Langley farm tour focuses
on Bertrand Creek work
by RONDA PAYNE
LANGLEY – With more than 1,100 farms and six
major watersheds in Langley, there is a watercourse
of some sort on nearly every farm in the
community. Farm practices don’t always align with
the best environmental outcomes, however, so in
2016 the Langley Sustainable Agriculture
Foundation (LSAF) and a number of farms signed
on for a three-year pilot of the Ecological Services
Initiative (ESI).
ESI provincial co-ordinator Dave Zehnder notes
intense farming activity and species at risk aligned
to Bertrand Creek made it obvious for Langley’s
program. The Township of Langley has committed
$40,000 a year for the three years to help 11
participating farms protect and enhance creek
riparian areas.
“Over the last three years, we’ve focused on what
is most important ecologically,” says Dave
Melnychuk, chair of LSAF, which leads the program
on behalf of Langley Township. “Streambank
erosion and invasive weeds – that’s what we’re
focused on.”
Melnychuk says Bertrand Creek is seeing higher
flows in winter and lower flows in summer than in
previous years. Salmon and the endangered
Nooksack Dace and Salish Sucker have experienced
declines as a result. This is significant for the latter
two fish species because they exist only in
Washington state and the Fraser Valley.

Nancy Knott points to places where Bertrand Creek is eroding her property, creating hazards. RONDA PAYNE PHOTO

Knott Farm signed on with ESI in January
because of erosion concerns along Bertrand Creek.
The creek is eroding and undercutting the bank,
causing stability issues and adding sedimentation
in fish spawning areas.
The 10-acre property is home to beef cattle,
horses and a small nursery. The loss of land will
eventually impact pasture and also have a direct
impact on owners Nancy and Peter Knott.
“As it’s eroding, it’s getting closer and closer to
our well,” she says.
Knott Farm needs a watershed strategy,
according to Melnychuk, and will likely need
co-operative involvement with Fisheries and

Oceans Canada.
The other problem with bank erosion at Knott
Farm is that access to the house and other parts of
the property is via a bridge over the creek. The
bridge will need to be rebuilt.
“A high priority for the farm is the bridge
crossing,” Melnychuck says. “Whether for people,
machinery or cattle, they need access.”
Knott notes that while Fisheries and Oceans
Canada might engage with water flow and erosion
issues, they haven’t been helpful with the bridge
repair.
See FARM on next page o
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“Fisheries is wanting us to
do this big environmental
study,” she says. “And that’s
just to repair the bridge that
is falling down.”
Melnychuk hopes ESI will
continue in Langley past the
end of 2018 so work can be
done with Knott Farm. If not,
he hopes for a solution
through the Environmental
Farm Plan program.
Invasive species
Canmor Farm, a 100-acre
Thoroughbred breeding farm,
has made progress with
removing some invasive
species from the creek bank
and re-introducing native
plants to help control erosion.
Langley Environmental
Partners Society (LEPS) was
planting willow whips during
the tour.
“A bit of the challenge here
is it’s very manicured,” says
Nichole Marples, executive
director with LEPS. “We do
have some Japanese
knotweed. We’re trying to
incorporate some native
species. ESI has asked us to
come in and continue that
work.”
A vinegar-based mixture
was sprayed the day before

the tour to control invasive
species such as blackberries.
The results please Canmor
Farm president Lorne Embree.
“I’m surprised at the effect
it did have in one day,” he
says.
Zehnder notes that tree
roots, when grouped
together, work like rebar to
reinforce a bank. This is why
the willow whips are being
planted – to create
reinforcing root networks in
the bank.
“Shallow rooted grasses
don’t prevent anything,” he
says. “It’s a combination of
solutions; you have to work
on the site for a long time.”
Another possible solution
is a hemp-based mat created
in Alberta that will smother
weeds and undesirable
plants. Zehnder says mats are
being donated to ESI to test
their effectiveness against
invasive species. The
objective is to control the
invasives long enough to
allow native species to take
hold.
Unfortunately, Zehnder
acknowledges the mats can’t
help with the knotweed.
“They’re such aggressive
plants and if you can’t use

LEPS volunteers plant a number of riparian species to keep blackberries at bay on Douglas Lambert Derby
Farm. RONDA PAYNE PHOTO

chemical pesticides, it’s really
hard to control,” Melnychuk
says.
Small changes
At Douglas Lambert Derby

Farm, a 152-acre beef and hay
operation, removing
blackberries and reed canary
grass and replanting native
riparian plants are the focus.
“We planted in clusters to
help with weed control,” notes
Marples.
Each plot is fenced to
prevent beaver and deer
damage and includes
different varieties like alder,
red flowering currant,
thimbleberry, willow and
others.
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“The Lambert family really
wants to improve the farm in
terms of weed control,” says
Melnychuk. “Working with
farmers and landowners,
that’s the key. We’re talking
about this whole
environmental farm ethic and
that’s how you win this. It’s
small changes. We hope we’ll
have enough support that we
can continue. We keep
coming back to these sites
and in time, they won’t need
any maintenance. That’s the
goal.”
Zehnder says ESI has been
working across the province
on a variety of farms. LSAF
will prepare a report about
the ESI initiative in Langley,
including recommendations
for the future, when the pilot
program completes at the
end of this year.
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